
LIFE ONBOARD THE HULK RETRIBUTION
1809 TO 1810

Two lives ... two fates.

William
Our William French was incarcerated on the Retribution on the Thames at Woolwich on 6-Sep-1808
while awaiting to be transported to Australia for 7 years for stealing 8 turkeys and 6 ducks. Taken
ill he was transferred to the Savage hospital ship and died there on 22-Aug-1810 aged 27. We
originally thought this would  have been on Plumstead Marshes  on the ridge near the Tripcock Trees
close to the River Thames, but it now seems that this was later practice and in 1810 he would have
been buried within the Royal Arsenal  at Woolwich in the east part of the Warren. The cemeteries
were visible as rows of hillocks with no defined boundaries. Bones were found during building work
in 1859 and 1912. William was a poor and illiterate ag lab, and following his conviction, his destitute
wife with a babe in arms and child aged 18 months was removed from her parish under the Poor
Law.

James
James Hardy Vaux was a fellow convict who, while then the same age as William, was well-
educated with middle-class connections and was often not short of a few bob, usually not his own.
In contrast to William’s, James’s wife was also fairly comfortable off and on hand to help at this
time. James’s criminal career spans 40 years. He was put onboard The Retribution on 21-Jun-1809
awaiting the second of three transportations to Australia, where he embarked for on 15-Jun-1810.
According to Noel McLachlan, James Hardy Vaux lived for at least 59 years..

The Memoirs
The full text of James Hardy Vaux’s Memoirs is available via Google Books. James doesn’t do
paragraphs, but his volumes were also re-published by Heinemann in an edited version with notes
(and paragraphs) by Noel McLachlan in 1964. 

The following transcription is from pages 108-112 of Chapter 10 of Volume 2 of the 
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Page 108...
... ship for this colony, as I was not in circumstances to subsist for any length of time in a
prison; and I wished,  



to do on my first transportation. My wife, also, who had paid me the most dutiful attention
since my confinement, was earnestly desirous to accompany me in my exile: and, with that
view, she waited on a gentleman to whom I referred her, soliciting his interest to obtain that
favour; but, although he used every effort, the application was refused, she having no family,
and the secretary of state having set his face against such an indulgence, on account of the bad
reports received of those women 




